
A History Mystery 

When was the William Penn Memorial Fire 
Tower built? 

a.    In 1908 along with the Pagoda. 

b.    In 1890 for the Gravity Railroad. 

c. In 1939 as a WPA project. 

d. In 1688 by William Penn. 
 

<Answer on Page 4> 

Patty Pagoda and Friends 

Photo Courtesy of Donna Reed 

Join members of the Pagoda Foundation and Pagoda Skyline Inc. as they 
escort our very own Patty Pagoda into the light of day on Saturday,  
February 2, 2019. 

We’re all hoping that Patty, freshly emerged from a long winter’s night 
sleep, will indeed not see her shadow, meaning that spring will arrive 
early!  (We’re okay with the sun shining bright later in the day!!) 

Patty, like all of us, will be there to greet the dawn – about 7:15 a.m.  
After that, we expect to retreat to a nearby location for a festive breakfast 
with some surprising friends of Patty joining in the fun. 

Stay tuned for more details on the Mount Penn Preserve social media sites. 

The combined groups, both committed to the preservation of the Pagoda, 
have been sponsoring this event for more than a decade. 

Weather permitting, we hope to see you there!!! 

Submitted by Donna Reed, 
Member of Reading City Council and 

The Foundation for the Reading Pagoda 
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Hoping for an early spring!! 

Christmas Eve Lights 

Santa is on his way! 

Be sure to look up at the Pagoda on 
Christmas Eve at 9pm when the Pagoda 
lights flash on and off for about 15 
minutes, signaling that Santa Claus is on 
his way. Good little children must go to 
bed so Santa can visit their homes! It is a 
long-running tradition provided by the 
elves, or shall we say, Pagoda-Skyline, 
Incorporated, volunteers. 

Submitted by Mike Reinert 



Nothing means more to Germans 
than Christmas. 
 

The Yuletide (even the name has 
German roots) is very special 
indeed in a land where family, faith, 
and fantasy are so beloved.  Many, 
if not most, of our own traditions, 
including Santa Claus, the 
Christmas tree, gingerbread 
cookies, candy canes and many 
popular carols, come to us from 
Germany. 
 
Christkindlmarkt is a most gentle 
festival, a time in which town 
centers are transformed into pre-
Christmas marketplaces specializing 
in toys and goodies for children as 
well as traditional Yule decor. 
 
The most famous Christkindlmarkt 
takes place in the ancient city of 
Nuremburg, beginning just before 
the first Sunday of Advent (four 
weeks before Christmas) and lasting 
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through noon Christmas Eve. 
Two million people visit 
Nuremburg's Christkindlmarkt every 
year, for not only does it feature the 
toys and decor of the season, but 
its food and drink as well.  Grilled 
sausages, lebkuchen (honey-
gingerbread), cookies and 
seasoned, warm red gluhwein are 
enjoyed as choirs sing the 
traditional carols and hymns near 
the famed Frauenkirche, 
Nuremburg's best-known church. 
 
There is no time like Christmas for 
Germans to celebrate; there is no 
time like Christmas to celebrate 
Germany.   
 
Join us each year on the first 
Sunday of December (Dec. 2nd) as 
we host our Christkindlmarkt at the 
Reading Liederkranz. 
 
The outside and inside bars will 
feature German and holiday beers.  

The dining room and Biergarten 
kitchen are open as well. 
 
Great vendors, who take  
residence under our pavilion abound 
and offer a variety of unique items. 
 

There is, of course, delicious food, 
goodies and holiday music.  And, 
Santa will be on hand, too!   
Start the holiday season at a 
traditional German Christmas 
Market right here in Berks County. 
 

This event is open to the public. 
There is plenty of free parking on 
the Liederkranz grounds just off 
Spook Lane near Stokesay 
Castle. 
 

Submitted by Terry Styer, 
Lower Alsace Township Manager 

 
For more information, please visit: 
 

Germany is the Christmas Country 

Reading Liederkranz to again host local Christkindlmarkt 

Maintaining the mountain and its iconic structures 

“Save the Pagoda!”  
 
That was the message emblazoned 
on signs carried by citizens to City 
Hall after fire ravaged the Pagoda 
late in 1969, and some city leaders 
subsequently proposed its 
demolition. 
 
The people spoke, and the leaders 
responded. The city decided to 
keep, and renovate, its iconic 
landmark. In September 1970, the 
citizen volunteers organized as 
Pagoda-Skyline Inc. (PSI) to 
continue the restoration and 
preservation efforts. 
 
Now, almost a half-century later, 
the volunteers of PSI continue their 
preservation efforts in several ways.  
 
While the Foundation for the 
Reading Pagoda has a Memorandum 

of Understanding to operate the 
Pagoda, PSI has an MoU to work on 
the other mountain landmark, the 
William Penn Memorial Fire Tower. 
However, PSI continues to operate 
an all-volunteer gift shop on the 
Pagoda’s first floor and its proceeds 
benefit both organizations. 
  
PSI has also partnered with Blue 
Mountain Region Sports Car Club of 
America (The Hillclimb group) to 
upgrade parts of Skyline and 
Duryea drives. The organization 
also supports the Mount Penn 
Preserve Partnership. We welcome 
continued opportunities to serve 
with other “mountain-minded” 
people to preserve and promote the 
amazing natural resources here in 
our own backyard.  
 
For more information, go to 
www.pagodaskyline.org, or join us 

for our meetings on the second 
Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. 
at the Pagoda from March through 
November, and other locations 
through the winter season.  See 
“what’s up” on the mountain! 
 
Submitted by Mike Reinert, 
President of Pagoda 
Skyline Inc. 

www.readingliederkranz.com/christkindlmarkt 
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The McKinley Monument: 

Century-old homage to martyred U.S. president in City Park 

The first monument installed in City 
Park honored the great beer mogul 
Frederick Lauer and the second was 
most likely the McKinley monument, 
standing just to the right of Lauer 
along Perkiomen Avenue.   

William McKinley was the 25th 
president of the United States, 
serving from March 4, 1897, until 
his assassination six months into his 
second term in September 1901.  
He was the third President to be 
assassinated. McKinley was the last 
president to have served in the 
American Civil War and the only one 
to have started the war as an 
enlisted private in the Union Army 
and ending as a brevet major.  

After the war, McKinley began 
studying for a career in law.  He 
attended the Albany Law School and 
was accepted into the bar a year 
later in Warren, Ohio, in March 
1867. When his Army friend 
Rutherford B. Hayes was nominated 
for governor in 1867, McKinley 
made speeches on his behalf in 
Stark County, Ohio, his first foray 
into politics. In 1869, McKinley, a 
Republican, ran for the office of 
prosecuting attorney of Stark 
County, an office usually then held 
by Democrats, and was 
unexpectedly elected; however, he 
lost his bid for re-election in 1871 to 
a Democrat. 

The next year, McKinley undertook 
a high-profile pro bono case 
defending a group of coal miners 
arrested for rioting after a clash 
with strikebreakers. He succeeded 
in getting all but one of the miners 
acquitted. The case raised 
McKinley's standing among 
laborers, a crucial part of the Stark 
County electorate. McKinley’s 
standing with labor helped him to 
win a congressional campaign for 
Ohio’s 17th district in 1876.   

McKinley next served two terms as 
Ohio governor, winning the 1891 

and 1893 elections. At some 
unknown point in time, he turned 
his sights on the presidency and ran 
a successful front porch campaign 
to win the contest against William 
Jennings Bryan in 1896.    

Front porch campaign is a low-key 
electoral campaign used in 
American politics in which the 
candidate remains close to or at 
home to make speeches to 
supporters who come to visit. 
McKinley's opposing candidate,  
Bryan, gave more than 600 
speeches and traveled many miles 
all over the United States to 
campaign, but McKinley outdid 
Bryan by spending about twice as 
much money campaigning. 

As president, McKinley continued his 
front porch approach and did not 
like security personnel to come 
between him and the public. He 
often went for walks or drives 
unaccompanied by security. 
McKinley went on a scheduled trip 
to the Pan American Exposition in 
Buffalo, NY, and gave a speech on 
Sept. 6, 1901 urging an end to 
American isolationism. He proposed 
trade arrangements which would 
allow U.S. manufacturers’ new 
markets.  

"The period of exclusiveness is 
past,” he proclaimed. “The 
expansion of our trade and com-
merce is the pressing problem. 
Commercial wars are unprofitable.” 

His speech received loud applause. 

Later that day during a public 
reception, McKinley was shot twice 
in the abdomen while shaking hands 
with the public.  On Sept. 14, 1901, 
eight days later, he succumbed to 
gangrene.  

Edward L. A. Pausch, a Danish-born 
sculptor, was summoned to Buffalo 
to make a death mask of McKinley. 
Death masks, usually made of wax 
or plaster of Paris, were common 

for major personalities of the time. 

In 1903, Pausch was commissioned 
to create a sculpture of McKinley for 
a monument to be erected in Penn's 
Commons, now more commonly 
known as Reading City Park, by the 
Board of Trade, predecessor to the 
Chamber of Commerce.  The death 
mask was used as a model for the 
face on the Reading sculpture, 
showing the president in a double-
breasted, knee-length coat holding 
a copy of the speech he delivered at 
the Pan-American Exposition. 
 
The monument was dedicated with 
great fanfare on June 8, 1905. It 
was the first McKinley monument in 
Pennsylvania. 
 
The 22-foot-tall bronze and granite 
monument, supported by a 17-
square-foot base, cost an estimated 
$10,000 (approximately $250,000 
today). Beneath McKinley's statue, 
a boy and a girl in bas relief are 
singing McKinley's favorite hymn. 
Two bronze American eagles guard-
ed the statue; one has a serpent in 
its talons, symbolic of dealing a 
death blow to the anarchy 
championed by McKinley's assassin. 

<Continued on Page 4> 
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www.facebook.com/mountpennpreserve 

EMAIL US! 
mountpennpreserve@gmail.com 

Mount Penn Preserve COG 

 

Kevin S. Barnhardt 

Chair, Berks County 

Lee C. Olsen, AIA 

Vice Chair, Berks County 

Kim Mallatra  

Treasurer, Alsace Township 

Linda Kelleher 

Secretary, City of Reading 

 

David Barth 

Alsace Township 

Todd Weikel 

Lower Alsace Township 

Terry Styer 

Lower Alsace Township 

Be e Petrov 

Mount Penn Borough 

Claudia Hurwitz 

Mount Penn Borough 

Marcia Goodman‐Hinnershitz 

City of Reading 

Every Saturday and Sunday:  Reading Pagoda, Gift Shop and Café (12pm to 4pm) 
Every Wednesday thru Sunday until December 23rd:  Abigail’s Tea Room Christmas Holiday Celebration Dinner– 
Reservations are required, call 610-376-6050 
December 1:  Tree Lighting in the Park– Carsonia Park (6:30pm to 8pm) 
December 2:  Christkindlmarkt– Reading Liederkranz (11am to 6pm) 
December 6:  Alex Meixner Christmas Show– Reading Liederkranz (5pm to 10pm)- Ticketed event 
December 8:  Lunch with Santa– Reading Pagoda (11:30am to 12:30pm)- Reservation required ($5) 
December 8:  Meet Santa– Reading Pagoda (12:30am to 1:30pm, FREE event) 
December 9:  Lunch with Santa– Reading Pagoda (11:30am to 12:30pm)- Reservation required ($5) 
December 9:  Meet Santa– Reading Pagoda (12:30am to 1:30pm, FREE event) 
December 12:  Pagoda Skyline Meeting– Reading Pagoda (7pm) 
December 17:  Indoor Farmers’ and Artists’ Market– Antietam Valley Recreation & Community Center (5pm to 8pm) 
December 20:  Solo! Richard Thomas– Stokesay Castle (6pm to 9pm) 
December 24:  Christmas Eve Buffet– Stokesay Castle (4pm to 8pm)- Reservation required, call 610-375-6100 
December 31:  Pagoda New Year’s Eve Celebration– Reading Pagoda (10pm to 12am) 
December 31:  New Years Eve Gala– Stokesay Castle (6pm to 1am)- Ticketed event 
2nd Tuesdays each month January through May 2nd:  Berks County Park and Recreation Homeschool Programs– 
Must register, call 484-509-2667 or email jbrooks@countyofberks.com (10am to 11:30am) 
January 10:  Roots to Wings:  Owls, What a Hoot!- Bingaman Nature Center on Hill Road(10am to 11am) 
January 23:  Mount Penn Preserve Partnership COG Executive Meeting– Mount Penn Borough Hall (7pm) 
February 14:  Roots to Wings:  Animal Babies– Bingaman Nature Center on Hill Road (10am to 11am) 
February 23:  Owl Prowl– Bingaman Nature Center on Hill Road (6pm) 
March 9:  Bird House Gourds– Bingaman Nature Center on Hill Road (10am to 12pm) 
March 14:  Roots to Wings:  Oh, Say Can You Seed!- Bingaman Nature Center on Hill Road (10am to 11am) 
March 18:  Indoor Farmers’ and Artists’ Market– Antietam Valley Recreation & Community Center (5pm to 8pm) 
March 23:  Mason Bee Program– Bingaman Nature Center on Hill Road (10am to 12pm) 

To see a full list of events 
and details in the Mount Penn Preserve, go to: 

www.mtpennpreserve.org 
www.facebook.com/mountpennpreserve 

Add your event to our Website and Facebook Page 
 Contact:  mountpennpreserve@gmail.com 

<McKinley Monument Continued from Page 3> 

Over the last two years with the help of the United States Brewers Association 
and the Berks Brewers Guild – Oakbrook Brewing Company, Saucony Creek 
Brewing Company, Chatty Monks Brewing Company, Schaylor Brewing 
Company and Broken Chair Brewing Company – the Lauer monument was 
restored.  This Guild is now assisting a local committee formed to rehabilitate 
the McKinley monument -- more details coming soon regarding fund-raising 
events in early 2019!!! 

 
Submitted by Linda Kelleher, City of Reading Chief Clerk and Member of the 

Mount Penn Preserve board. 

A History Mystery Answered! 

Answer: (C) The tower was built as a WPA 
project, opening on Oct. 28, 1939, to be a 
forest fire observation tower, which is still its 
primary function. By the way, if you 
answered (B), you might give yourself a 
half-point. The original “tower” was a smaller 
3-story structure built on that same spot in 
1890 at the top of the gravity railroad, but it 
burned down in 1923, replaced by the current 
tower structure. If you answered (D), well, 
William Penn would have had to eat a lot of 
Quaker Oats to build that tower! 

Submitted by Mike Reinert, 
MP3 Marketing Committee member 


