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Lower Alsace Township
1200 Carsonia Avenue
Reading, PA  19606

Township Office hours
Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
except holidays
Phone -610-779-6400
Fax - 610 370-0797
Web Site - www.latownship.org
Facebook - www.facebook.com/
loweralsace.township

Board of Supervisors meetings are held the 
second and fourth Thursday of 
each month at 6:30 p.m. please see the 
Township web site for the posted agendas 
and meeting minutes

Planning Commission meetings are 
advertised for the first  Wednesday of each 
month at 7:00 p.m. and held as needed. 

See page nineteen (19) for additional phone  
numbers and information regarding 
municipal officials and agencies

http://www.latownship.org
http://www.latownship.org
http://www.latownship.org
http://www.latownship.org
http://www.latownship.org
http://www.facebook.com/loweralsace.township
http://www.facebook.com/loweralsace.township
http://www.facebook.com/loweralsace.township
http://www.facebook.com/loweralsace.township
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The cost of local government services

Often times most people do not fully understand that the smallest portion of their real estate tax burden is 
what actually funds your basic township services.  In 2017 the annual Township real estate tax bill for a 
home assessed at $100,000 will be $868.00.  For that annual tax bill your family receives 24 hour police 
protection from the Central Berks Police Department and fire protection from the Lower Alsace Fire 
Company; snow removal and road construction improvements for the 24 miles of township roads, leaf and 
brush collection for the densely populated neighborhoods; building, zoning and property maintenance code 
enforcement, a free recycling drop off facility and spring and fall clean-up programs; and a summer 
playground program. Starting in 2016 with the new EMS Tax, the Lower Alsace Ambulance Service 
became an automatic membership to all Township residents.

Real Estate Taxes will continue to be the largest source of revenue for the Township. The 2017 budget 
proposes to draw down approximately $489,000 from the fund reserve balance. As in prior years, the 
township will pursue other sources of funding through grant programs and will review permit fee schedules 
to assure that they are designed to cover the cost of those municipal services.  If the Township’s Earned 
Income Tax revenue increases sufficiently to cover increasing costs, the future budgets may avoid 
additional property taxes, but absent any significant increase in that tax revenue derived from the W-2 
earnings of the residents, the Board of Supervisors will be faced with the decision of cutting services or 
increasing property taxes.  The current board believes that the incremental increases will be less of a burden 
than putting off the inevitable larger tax increase, so the 2017 budget was approved with a ½  mill increase 
for the General Fund . That one half mill equates to $50 per home assessed at $100,000. Additionally the 
Board of Supervisors also approved an Ambulance Tax increase up to the maximum amount of .50 mill 
from the current .27 mills to help keep this vital service financial stable.
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The Antietam Valley Community Partnership (AVCP) was founded to improve the quality of life in 
the Antietam Valley, which includes the Boroughs of Mount Penn and Saint Lawrence, the Township 
of Lower Alsace, and the immediately surrounding area.  One of AVCP’s main objectives is to build 
pride in the Antietam Valley through the development of community events.   As an all-volunteer 
non-profit organization, they have been outstanding stewards of this community's financial 
generosity! 

In 2016, the Antietam Valley Community Partnership (AVCP) placed great emphasis on the 
community's youth and education.  AVCP formally created a Scholarship Committee to identify, 
evaluate, interview and ultimately provide post-secondary scholarships to qualifying high school 
seniors residing in the Antietam Valley. The board provided financial support for the advancement of 
Antietam High School's notable theater program, and they offered underwriting support for the first-
ever "Teachers in the Pool" initiative for elementary-age students in our community.  

The members of the AVCP are especially proud and 
eager to build on these efforts in 2017 and beyond! 
The AVCP continues to present the community with 
events and programming such as the annual 
community dinner, movie nights at the A-field, a 5K 
run, a street fair, Tree Lighting in the Park every 
December, Carsonia Craft Beer event, and this year, 
An Evening with Poe. The Antietam Valley Farmers’ 
& Artists’ Market unites vendors, shoppers, and 
volunteers in a community gathering in the park in 
both summer and winter.  
Amazingly, this robust annual agenda of events is 
orchestrated and run by a passionate community of 
volunteer-minded folks.  As community members, 
you are invited  to join AVCP's monthly board 
meetings, foster new ideas, enlist on a committee, or 
just introduce a new friend. To learn more about 
AVCP, the board, past and future planned events, or 
to simply make a tax-deductible financial gift to help 
continue our mission to improve the quality of life in 
the Antietam Valley;
Please visit us at www.antietamvalley.org . Our 
mailing address is PO Box 3616, Reading, PA 
19606. 

http://www.mtpennborough.net/
http://www.mtpennborough.net/
http://www.stlawrenceboro.com/
http://www.stlawrenceboro.com/
http://www.latownship.org/
http://www.latownship.org/
http://antietamvalley.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fa3031dc33e9a40d89c395905&id=69626ed4cb&e=3942d07c0d
http://antietamvalley.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fa3031dc33e9a40d89c395905&id=69626ed4cb&e=3942d07c0d
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Recreation Commission of Antietam Valley 

The Recreation Commission has 
had a successful year and they are 
pleased to inform our residents that 
the following Grants have been 
awarded for the implementation of 
Phase I of the Carsonia Park 
Master Plan that includes new 
basketball courts, volleyball court, 
baseball field and parking along 
Harvey Avenue. Those grants 
include:

• DCNR Conservation and Community 
Partnerships Program:   $250,000

• DCED Greenways, Trails and Recreation 
Program:  $150,000

• DCED Watershed Protection:  $65,000In addition 
a grant was approved for the future acquisition of 
addition al land from  the Conservation and 
Community Partnerships Program:   $27,500. 
These grants were secured with matching funds of 
$75,000 from Mt. Penn, Lower Alsace, Water 
Authority and Antietam Valley Partnership

      For Phase II the following grants are pending: 

• Phase 2 of Master Plan (Enlarged and Renovated 
Tot Lot, new Pavilion and Parking lot along 
Byram)

• DCNR Conservation and Community 
Partnerships Program:   $250,000

• DCED Greenways, Trails and Recreation Program:  $250,000

       Matching Funds of $65,000 from Mt Penn, Lower Alsace and AVCP
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Antietam Valley Summer Playground Program
The success of the joint playground program 
which involves the cooperation with Antietam 
Valley Community Partnership, the Antietam 
Valley Recreation and Community Center, 
Lower Alsace Township and Mount Penn 
Borough continued in 2016 with increasing 
attendance of more than 1400 program 
attendees.  
The 2016 Playground Leaders, Jenna M 
Martorana, Lydia Faro and Andy Wrobel 
created a Face Book page for the information 
to get to the campers families each day and 
can be found at www.facebook.com/

Antietam-Valley-Playground-Program. Please watch for sign up forms this spring on the 
Township and the AVCP Web Sites. 
As in prior years, the campers took part in a program to learn about stormwater pollution that 
included the causes, the effects and ways we can all prevent it in our backyards.  Representatives 
from Lower Alsace Township, Mount Penn Borough and Mount Penn Water Authority presented 
this valuable lesson to these eager campers. Following the hands on demonstration, the campers 
were asked to help us design the storm drain stencil. 
 The creative picture below depicts the winning design 
which is a combination of art work created by Ava 
Adamczyk and the logo idea from Lyndsey Kline.  
Debbie and Gary Rowland, owners of the The Little Old 
German Signmaker, made the storm water inlet stencils 
based on the art work of these two campers

http://www.facebook.com/Antietam-Valley-Playground-Program
http://www.facebook.com/Antietam-Valley-Playground-Program
http://www.facebook.com/Antietam-Valley-Playground-Program
http://www.facebook.com/Antietam-Valley-Playground-Program
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Any resident of Exeter Township, 
Lower Alsace Township, St.  Lawrence 

Borough and Mt. Penn Borough are 
welcome to join the Ant ietam Pool .  
Opening day i s Saturday, May 27.  
Hours for the main pool  are 12:00 

noon -  7:45 p.m., weather permi tt ing. 
Hours for the Olympic Pool  wi l l  be 

posted.  
 

2017 rates 
 
 

1ST,  2ND AND 3RD YEAR MEMBERS 
FAMILY (1  or  2  adul ts  and 1 or  2  ch i ldren 

l i v ing at  the same address)  
On or  before  May 13,  2017 $315.00 
After  May 13,  2017  $325.00 
p lus -  add i t iona l  ch i ldren,  each  $20.00 
P lus  assessment   $20 .00 /adul t  

TWO ADULTS  (cons is ts  o f  2  adul ts  l i v ing at  the same address)  
On or  before  May 13,  2017 $225.00 
After  May 13,  2017 $235.00 
P lus  assessment   $20 .00 /adul t  

SINGLE  (1  adul t )  
On or  before  May 13,  2017 $160.00 
After  May 13,  2017 $170.00 
p lus –  assessment  $20 .00 /adul t  

SENIOR MEMBERSHIP  (60+ )  
Per  person $100.00 

MISCELLANEOUS  
Babys i t ter  $150.00 
Parent  l i v ing at  the same address  $105.00 

4TH YEAR AND BEYOND MEMBERS 
FAMILY  (cons is ts  o f  1  or  2  adul ts  and 1 or  2  ch i ldren l i v ing at  the same address)  

On or  before  May 13,  2017 $315.00 
After  May 13,  2017 $325.00 
p lus -  add i t iona l  ch i ldren,  each  $20.00 

TWO ADULTS  (cons is ts  o f  2  adul ts  l i v ing at  the same address)  
On or  before  May 13,  2017 $225.00 
After  May 13,  2017 $235.00 

SINGLE  (1  adul t )  
On or  before  May 13,  2017 $160.00 
After  May 13,  2017 $170.00 

SENIOR MEMBERSHIP  (60+ )  
Per  person $100.00 

MISCELLANEOUS  
Babys i t ter  $150.00 
Parent  l i v ing at  the same address  $105.00 

 
RENTAL OF THE REC CE NTER  

The  rec  cente r  i s  ava i l ab le  to  rent  fo r  your  par ty ,  shower  o r  event .  We o f fe r  a  f u l l  k i t chen,  dance  
f l oor  and  cha ir s / tab les  to  seat  100 .  We now have  heat ,  so  the  rec  cente r  i s  ava i l ab le  year  round  fo r  
your  event !  Rec  center  r enta l  app l i ca t ions  may be down loaded  f rom the  l ink  on  the  events  page  o f  
the  webs i te  h t tp : / /www.ant ie tampoo l .o rg / index .asp .  I f  you wou ld  l i ke  to  r ent  the  rec  center  or  need 
more  in fo rmat ion p lease  ema i l  us  a t  o f f i ce@ant ie tampoo l .org  
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Lower Alsace Ambulance Association 2017 Subscription Membership
 
Last year was a very active and exciting time at Lower Alsace Ambulance Association (LAEMS). The 
LAEMS has had continued growth in the number of EMS calls received.  Due to this increased demand for 
service and continuing innovations in medications and technology used to treat our patients in their time of 
need, costs to provide service continued to rise and unfortunately insurance reimbursements have 
decreased, not increased to offset this cost.  
 
• LAEMS provides first due Basic (BLS) and Advanced (ALS) Life Support emergency medical services to 

the residents of Lower Alsace Townshp, Mount Penn Borough, St. Lawrence Borough and Alsace 
Townshp.  Additionally we provide second due (back-up) coverage to all of our neighboring municipalities.  
LAEMS Maintains a highly trained team of Emergency Medical Technicians and Paramedics ready to 
respond to any medical emergency you may experience, with the latest in lifesaving EMS medication and 
technology. 

 
• These changes and improvements come at a cost which is defrayed by contributions from our 

municipalities, soliciting subscription memberships, donations from the citizens we serve, billing patient 
insurance, and when insurance does not cover the cost of services billing the patient out of pocket.  
**Please note regardless of membership status your insurance provider will be billed for services 
provided and you are REQUIRED to remit any payment made directly to you, the patient, to LAEMS 
immediately.

 
• The Lower Alsace Township Supervisors have for 2017 enacted a 0.5 mill EMS tax to support the life-

saving EMS services to the residents we serve.  Due to this decision by the Board of supervisors, as a 
resident of Lower Alsace you will have the benefit of PREMIUM subscription Membership in Lower 
Alsace Ambulance. 

 
PREMIUM  Subscription Membership includes;

• Unlimited EMERGENCY ambulance treatment and transportation to a Berks County hospital.  No out of 
pocket cost is incurred. (this does not include routine transportation services) Up to 6 – non-transport 
emergency incidents (lift assist or refusal of service)  Any calls for service over this amount will be 
charged to the patient out of pocket
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If you have an emergency please call 9-1-1
 Central Berks Regional Police Department 

2147 Perkiomen Avenue, Reading, PA  19606 
Emergencies call - 9-1-1 for non emergency calls use 610-655-4911 

Established in 1993, The Central Berks Regional Police Department serves the Township of 
Lower Alsace and the Borough of Mount Penn, and is currently contracted to provide police 

service to St. Lawrence Borough. The Department is staffed by a Police Chief an 
Administrative Assistant, a Detective, Four Sergeants and eight patrol officers.  The Police 
Commission is overseen by a six-member board of local officials who meet once a month. 

Those meetings are open to the public, and residents are encouraged to attend.
Did you know that Central Berks is on Face Book and are you aware of the following 

additional services they provide ?? 

• Vacation Check- The Department will provide a courtesy patrol by your home while you are 
on vacation. Just fill out the Vacation Notice from the Forms page of their website, and 
submit it to them within three (3) days of your departure date. Please note, they will not 
accept a vacation notice if someone will be staying in your home while you are away.

• Fingerprinting- Fingerprinting service is provided at a cost of $25. Please call the office to 
schedule an appointment.

• Tours- Individual or group tours of the police station are given by appointment only. Please 
call the office at least seven (7) days in advance to schedule a tour.

• Security Services- A request for security services by a police officer must be in writing and 
submitted at least two (2) weeks in advance of the event. Please visit the Forms page of their 
website for a request form.

• Report Requests- Requests for a police report can be submitted to their office in person 
during office hours, by mail, fax, or e-mail. The cost of each report is $15, payable by cash, 
check, or money order. Please note that certain reports will not be available for release due to 
criminal history laws. Visit the Forms page of their website for a request form.

• Medication Drop Box- Any unused, unwanted, or expired medications can be dropped off in 
their lobby during office hours. Medications should remain in their original containers. 
Personal information should be crossed out, but information about the medication should be 
legible.  Be sure check on their web site to determine what is not accepted. 

www.centralberks.org            
 

Lower Alsace Fire Company
1206 Roosevelt Avenue, Reading PA  19606 -
emergencies call 9-1-1 - non emergencies call  

2017 marks the 90th year for the Lower Alsace Fire Company's Service to the 
community!  During 2016 this volunteer staffed agency provided service on 224 fire 
calls.  Please show them your continued support with your donations, participation in 

their Community Breakfasts and their annual Chicken BBQ which will be held on 
July 30 this year.  In addition, the Fire Company continues to seek volunteers 

including Firefighters; training meetings are held every Tuesday evening at 6:30. 

 Please contact Chief Mark Faust if you are interested.  

http://www.centralberks.org/forms
http://www.centralberks.org/forms
http://www.centralberks.org/forms
http://www.centralberks.org/forms
http://www.centralberks.org/contact-us
http://www.centralberks.org/contact-us
http://www.centralberks.org/forms
http://www.centralberks.org/forms
http://www.centralberks.org/contact-us
http://www.centralberks.org/contact-us
http://www.centralberks.org
http://www.centralberks.org
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CENTRAL BERKS CODES DEPARTMENT 

Efforts to maintain property values 
will continue in 2017.

With the goal of enhancing the Central 
Berks Police Codes Department, Lower 
Alsace Township enacted a new Blight 
Prevention Ordinance modeled after 
property maintenance efforts other 
municipalities across the Commonwealth.  
This expedited process will enable the 
Codes Officer (s) to react a bit more 
quickly to the “nuisance” type of 
property issues such as grass, weeds and 
rubbish issues thereby allowing the 
Codes Officers more time to address the 
more complex and time consuming 
property maintenance enforcement 
actions through the Property Maintenance 
Code summary citation process with the 
Magisterial District Court.  Following 
that enactment, the board of Supervisors 
also approved the Bank Foreclosure 
Registration Ordinance which requires 

banks to register and provide contact 
information to the Township regarding the Property Maintenance firms they will be contracting with to make 
sure these properties are kept up to standards. It is the belief of this Board of Supervisors that blight is the single 
most threatening issue facing communities with aging urbanized neighborhoods and it will not go away on its 
own. The costs of dealing with blight are far outweighed by the costs of not dealing with it because poverty 
follows blight and crime follows poverty.  If communities with aging urbanized neighborhoods don’t exercise 
every tool at their disposal to combat blight, poverty and crime will follow.  With that, there will be a need for 
more police at a great expense.  Then, taxes will increase to pay for the cops and people will have even less 
resources to care for their homes and properties. 

While the board understands that this Blight 
Prevention Ordinance is not the “savior” of the 
community, they believe that it is a piece of the 
puzzle with rental unit inspections, home transfer 
inspections, joint Borough/Township Codes 
enforcement and other initiatives that Lower Alsace 
has worked to institute. As other tools to eliminate 
blight become available or developed, this Board of 
Township Supervisors will be considering them all.
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RENTAL LICENSE REQUIREMENTS 

A rental license must be obtained prior to the residential or commercial rental of any non-owner 
occupied property in the township. Zoning approval is required for any kind of physical  
conversions.  The fee for the rental license is listed on the Lower Alsace Township Fee 

Schedule and is dependent on the type of structure.  These Rental Licenses will only be issued 
following a successful inspection by a Township Code Official. In addition to the license, the 

township also requires a tenant listing for all occupants over 18 years of age in any rental unit as 
well as updates to that list when tenants change. Failure to obtain a rental license or to report 

any change in tenancy could result in fines and penalties.

Rental Property Address: 

_______________________________________________________________________
   
_______________________________________________________________________
 
List the names and phone numbers for all persons over the age of 18 who are 
authorized by the property owner to reside or occupy the property:
 
 _______________________________________________________________________
   
_______________________________________________________________________
                         
Lower Alsace Township Ordinance No. 154 requires every owner of a rental dwelling unit to submit to the 
Township a list of all tenants or lessees 18 years of age or older, and shall notify the Township on this form of 
any change in the occupancy of such rental dwelling unit or units by providing the name or names of all such 
tenants or lessees who have vacated such unit or units within thirty (30) days after the date of vacancy and the 
names and addresses of all new tenants or lessees eighteen (18) year of age or older.

Please send this tenant update form to the Lower Alsace Township Office 
1200 Carsonia Avenue, Reading PA  19606

Failure to submit this information to the township upon conviction in a summary proceeding 
shall subject the property owner to a fine of $500.00
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                                  Do I need a permit?
The various codes adopted by this community are intended to protect the health and safety of the 
citizens. Permits are required to assure that the contractors working for you have the knowledge 
and expertise to do the work properly and in compliance with the statewide codes. Managed 
effectively, these regulations can help to foster home ownership, ensure the maintenance of the 
building stock and stabilize the property value of your neighborhoods. 

Call before you dig!  Performing a free pre-plan PA one call can save you countless hours 
of frustration and needless expense.

Building Permits - The International Building code requires that any owner or authorized agent who intends to 
construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move, demolish or change the occupancy of a building or structure, or to erect, install, 
enlarge, alter, repair, remove, convert or replace any electrical, gas, mechanical or plumbing system, shall first make 
application to the Lower Alsace Township’s Codes Official and obtain the required permit for the work.

Property Settlement Inspections - Since the adoption of the Property Settlement Inspection Ordinance in the fall of 
2011 there have been over 275 inspections performed as houses are transferred to new owners.  The majority of the 
inspections revealed serious building code violations relating to important safety issues such as the installation of smoke 
detectors and ground-fault circuit interrupter electric outlets (GFCI) which help to prevent electrical shocks. These 
relatively inexpensive items help to ensure that all future residents of these homes enjoy a dwelling unit in compliance 
with the latest safety requirements and hopefully enjoy some peace of mind. In addition to the safety benefits, this 
process helps to stabilize your neighborhood’s property values. 

Plumbing permits may only be acquired by a Master Plumber with an approved plumbing license filed in the Township 
of Lower Alsace. Section 106.1 of the International Plumbing Code: Any owner, authorized agent or contractor who 
desires to construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move, demolish or change the occupancy of a building or structure, or to erect, 
install, enlarge, alter, repair, remove, convert or replace any plumbing system, the installation of which is regulated by 
this code, or to cause any such work to be done, shall first make application to the Lower Alsace Township Code Official 
and obtain the required permit for the work.   

Residential Electrical permits may be acquired by the property owner or by an electrician who is registered with the 
PA Office of the Attorney General as a Home Improvement Contractor.  Electrical permits are required for any new work 
to erect, install, enlarge, alter, convert or replace any electrical system.  The applicant shall first make application to  
Lower Alsace Township and obtain the required permit for the work prior to the start of the work.  Work such as 
repairing or replacing an individual electrical device, such as a switch or receptacle, does not require a permit.  Any 
work that requires new wiring or devices / fixtures to be installed does require a permit.  Commercial electrical permits 
may be acquired by the property owner or by a licensed electrician.  Commercial electrical permits are required for any 
new work to erect, install, enlarge, repair, alter, convert or replace any commercial electrical system.  The applicant shall 
first make application to the Lower Alsace Township Code Official and obtain the required permit for the work prior to 
the start of the work.

Dumpsters If you need need to arrange for a dumpster to be delivered to your property but have no room, you may be 
permitted to temporarily park it on the public street.  Prior to doing so,  please arrange for a Township Dumpster permit 
first.  The township will ensure property safety measures are taken for its placement as well as assurances in place to 
protect the road surface.   

                         Not sure? please call 610-779-6400, we are here to help you and 

we  thank you for your anticipated  cooperation 
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Winter Activities - Please help us help you

We would like to remind homeowners and those in the 
snow removal business to avoid depositing snow, ice or 
slush on any roadway or highway when plowing out 
driveways. This happens frequently when plow operators 
push snow across the road or along the shoulder adjacent 
to driveways and it can cause hazardous driving conditions 
on our roadways.

Our plows sometimes push snow onto driveways as the 
snow leaves the plow and we really don’t have a way to 
control how the snow falls off the plow. We know that it’s 
frustrating to shovel your driveway and then have the plow 
come by and push snow back at the base. Although we’d 

like to minimize the problem, there is no “efficient” way to plow the roadway so that your 
driveway remains snow free.

One way to assure that minimal snow will be piled in your driveway entrance is to follow the 
diagram provided above.  Remember you could create a hazardous condition when you plow or 
blow snow back on the roadway after the road has been plowed. All shoveled or blown snow 
should be piled in your yard. Please follow the suggestion below to minimize windrows in your 
driveway opening.

Please help our Road Crew locate and repair any potholes that you discover as soon as 
possible. For any potholes on Carsonia Avenue, Friedensburg or Antietam Roads please 

call Penndot at 1-800-fix–ROAD. For all other roads in Lower Alsace Township, please call 
the township office at (610) 779-6400. Thank you for your assistance.
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What NOT to do with Snow

Do not shovel, plow, push or throw your driveway snow onto the public (or private) roadway  
and do not try to push it all the way to the other side of the road.  This practice will create a 
hazardous surface when traffic passes over it.  Please be sure your plowing contractors honor 
these restrictions too; you are responsible for their actions on your property.

A note of caution is in order. Please be extremely careful when working next to the roadway 
especially when snowplowing operations are in progress.

In the interest of assisting the township road crew with effective curb to curb snow removal on 
the Township's emergency routes, please don't wait for a snow emergency to be declared to 
move your vehicle from the street.  Help us help you by not leaving your vehicle parked on 
the following roads during a snow storm.   

If a snow emergency is declared, the information will be posted as an announcement on the 
home page of the Township’s web site, Face Book page and also on and TV 69 News.  

Remember, during a declared emergency, any cars parked on an emergency route are subject to 
being ticketed and towed.

The following roads are designated Township Snow Emergency Routes:

• Harvey Avenue – from Carsonia Avenue to Exeter Township line.

• Columbia Avenue – from Carsonia Avenue to Roosevelt Avenue

• Marshall Avenue (Stony Creek) – from Antietam Road to Logan Street

• Prospect Street – from Carsonia Avenue to its intersection with North 26th Street

• Cherrydale Avenue – from Friedensburg Road to its intersection with Carsonia Avenue
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BERKS COUNTY RESIDENTS 
The following special waste collection is provided by 

the Berks County Solid Waste Authority 

OPEN EVERY TUESDAY, THURSDAY & 
SATURDAY  8:00 AM – NOON

1316 Hilltop Rd., Leesport, Bern Twp  (Near the 
Reading Fairgrounds – Off Rt. 183)

Please call 610-478-6362 or go to http://
www.co.berks.pa.us/Dept/SWA for questions 

regarding the following:

2017 Special  Collection Schedule 

Electronic Items 

 Free for County residents - Commercial and 
Institutional - by appointment only

Computers, Monitors, Laptops, Keyboards, Modems, 
Printers, Copier, etcMicrowaves, Stereos, VCRs, 

Telephones, Answering Machines, etc. CD’s, DVD’s, 
VCR Tapes, etc. Television ( Maximum of two per 

resident/vehicle per day ) Fluorescent bulbs 
Rechargeable and Lead Acid Batteries (ONLY) – NO 

ALKALINE BATTERIES ACCEPTED Air 
Conditioners & Dehumidifiers 

Paper Shredding 

April 22, 2017 (Governor Mifflin Intermediate 
School.)

October 14, 2017 (Berks County Ag Center

Household Hazardous Waste 8 AM TO 2 PM

April 15, 2017 (Governor Mifflin Intermediate 
School.)

October 21, 2017 (Berks County Ag. Center)

Pharmaceuticals
drop off box at Central Berks Police Department 

2147 Perkiomen Ave. Mt. Penn

Tires - Please call 610-478-6362 

        LOWER ALSACE TWP  RESIDENTS 

http://www.co.berks.pa.us/Dept/SWA
http://www.co.berks.pa.us/Dept/SWA
http://www.co.berks.pa.us/Dept/SWA
http://www.co.berks.pa.us/Dept/SWA
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      2017 Spring Clean up Day  will be scheduled for Saturday April 22nd  - Earth Day!  
8 am to 3 PM at the Lower Alsace Township Building - 
1200 Carsonia Avenue
               
Please plan ahead to take advantage of this day to conduct 
your neighborhood clean up programs or just to bring junk 
you’ve been hoping to get rid of for some time.  You may 
even want to drop in and volunteer your time to help the 
Township Supervisors with this community clean-up effort.
 
The Township will be arranging for several  
dumpsters; the purpose of which will be for the 

easy disposal of your unwanted items including but not limited to furniture, 
appliances, (NO ELECTRONIC WASTE) unmounted car and truck tires – 2 per 
household @ $2.00 piece. In addition to the disposal of junk, we will also have 
our dump truck available for you to dispose of your brush and tree trimmings.

ABSOLUTELY NO GARBAGE, ELECTRONIC WASTE (NO TV’S OR COMPUTERS) AND 
NO HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES WILL BE ACCEPTED.

Please maintain your street trees:

Lower Alsace Township Ordinance No. 37 requires that “trees shall not be permitted to grow on any 
property with limbs extending over the sidewalks of the Township at a height of less than 8 feet from 
the surface of the said sidewalk or over the Township streets, roads or alleys at a height of less than 12 
feet from the surface of such streets,roads or alleys.”    

Leaves – For the residents in Pennside and Stony Creek, please be informed that the Township Fall 
leaf collection will begin on Tuesday, October 24th, 2017(weather permitting) and will continue until 
the first significant snow fall  or the first Friday in December - which ever comes first.  Remember 
that leaves (and only leaves) should be placed in such a manner that they will not pose a traffic hazard 
but will enable the leaf vacuum to easily collect.

IMPORTANT It is critical that the leaf piles do not contain yard debris and or brush. Please see the 
instructions above for the brush collection procedures and date and Thank you for the cooperation we 
receive each year. 
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Skyline Drive Reconstruction  

Skyline Drive Multi Modal Grant Award Granted!!  

Funds totaling $232,202 have been set aside by the Township as the 30% match required for the Multi 
Modal Grant application filed by Lower Alsace Township on behalf of Alsace Township and the City of 
Reading. The grant will assist these municipalities in reconstructing Skyline Drive and providing safer 
biking and hiking facilities on this scenic route.  The entire $969,000 was approved by the PA DCED in 
grant funds that will be used to improve and enhance the use of this historic roadway during the spring 

and summer of 2017.  The roadway was originally constructed in 1932 as an unemployment relief 
project that provided jobs to 1,200 men. The original building of the “Skyline Drive wall” was funded 

and constructed by the Federal government under the Administration of President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt and his creation of the W.P.A. The workers constructed the magnificent wall in 1939 that 
extends the length of Skyline Drive. The wall begins at Reading's most famous landmark, the world-
famous Pagoda, and past the equally prominent landmark, the William Penn Memorial Fire Tower in 

Lower Alsace Township.The wall extends to McKnight's Gap Road in Alsace Township, where it 
curves around Oak Lane for a total of 2.55 miles. 

This project will develop a clearer separation of bike, pedestrian and vehicular travel lanes to enable 
the safe passage of all three forms of transportation while providing greater access to those forms of 

transportation to one the area’s most scenic views.   

Improvements to the storm water management system of the existing roadway will also help to 
preserve and protect the structural integrity of the historic wall as well as to the roadway itself. 

Construction is planned to begin in the Spring of 2017.
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Township office located at 1200 Carsonia Avenue, Reading PA 19606
Hours 8 AM to 4 PM Monday through Friday except holidays

Phone 610-779-6400 – Fax – 610-370-0797

Administrative Staff - Terry L. Styer, Manager/Secretary-Treasurer and Corrie Crupi, Assistant Secretary 
Solicitor – Michael A. Setley, Esq. Georgeadis || Setley
Road Crew -  Tyler Neiswender and Richard Bitting, Road Foreman, 

Tax Collector – Patrick Duggan – 484-797-5009 

Antietam Valley Municipal  (Sewer) Authority -  502 Butter Lane, 610-779-0150 
Mount Penn Borough Municipal Authority (Water) -  200 N. 25th Street, 610-779-4900

Building/Zoning Inspector – Terry Naugle, Great Valley Consultants – 610-375-8822 
Plumbing and Property Settlement Inspector – Brian Sands, 610-374-8397 
Property Maintenance Code Inspector and Fire Marshall – Rick Gerhart, Jr. 610-898-0780  
Sewage Enforcement Officer -  Quinn Haller, Technicon Enterprises -610-286-1622

Engineer – Joseph Rogosky, Great Valley Consultants – 610-375-8822
Planning Commission -  Thomas Watcke, Matt McGough, Homer Williams, Joel Reber and Tracey Larish
Zoning Hearing Board -  Michael Farrara, Charles Snyder and John Eisenhard 
Board of Auditors - Barry Groebel, Linda Orth and Jean L. Dierolf

*************************************************************************************

Be sure to make your voice count! 
2017 Primary Election day is May 16
2017 General Election day is November 7     

For information on registration and voting
please call the Berks County Elections Department at 
610-478-6490 or go to www.co.berks.pa.us/elections.

Your polling locations in Lower Alsace Township

Precinct 01 - Lower Alsace Ambulance Bldg. 750 N. 25th Street - 25th and Harvey Streets

Precinct 02 - Lower Alsace Township Building 1200 Carsonia Avenue
************************************************************************************

Cable TV Questions????? Please call 1-800 COMCAST

http://www.co.berks.pa.us/elections
http://www.co.berks.pa.us/elections
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Lower Alsace Township
1200 Carsonia Avenue
Reading PA  19607

The dedication shown by the many volunteers who are 
working hard to make this community a better place to 
live, makes the job of Township Supervisor a much more 
rewarding task.  To continue in that tradition we ask each 
of you to consider being a valuable part of the community  
simply by getting to know your neighbors. Polite calls to 
your neighbors to work out (non-emergency) problems or 
issues that are concerning you are often more successful 
than getting your government agencies involved.  Taking 
that first step makes for a better neighbor and a better 
neighborhood which is a tradition that so many of our 
citizens have followed.  We realize there are always 
difficult situations that will call for our intervention and 
we are here to provide that service.  During 2017 one of 
our long overdue tasks will be to improve the Township 
House numbering system so that in the event of an 
emergency, when precious seconds matter, the emergency  
service responders will be better able to find your 
home. Additionally we intend to complete the Fire 
Services Study conducted on our behalf by the PA 

Department of Community Development.  When 
complete, the data will help all involved to assess and 
plan for the future financial impact of providing those 
vital services.  Please be sure to check our web site and 
face book pages for additional information on current 
Township events and special activities planned for the 
residents of our community. We thank you for your 
continued support. 

Lower Alsace Township Board of Supervisors  

 Todd Weikel, Chairman James Oswald and Vice Chairman John Theodossiou 


